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12 by Vicious Vicious























March 20, 2022








Here's the drill: 12 songs to summarize an artist's career, in chronological order (of course). This one features...



If you need a reference point for the work of Vicious Vicious mastermind Erik Appelwick, the most appropriate would be Beck. Like Mr. Hansen, Minnesota-based Appelwick has the ability to navigate between making you laugh and making you cry and making you want to dance, and embraces genres from country to R& B to folk to pop. 
I've included songs from the two albums Appelwick did under the name Tropical Depression, because honestly there's not a lot of difference between that and Vicious Vicious. I very literally wrote the book on Appelwick, so please feel confident you are hearing from an authority here. 
If you have Amazon Music Unlimited, you can listen to an alternate version of list here (sadly, not all of VV's music is on the service).


1. "Shake That Ass on the Dance Floor" (from Blood + Clover, 2003)
A loungy, laconic come-on that cemented Erik's prominence in the early 2000s Twin Cities music scene.

2. "Here Come Tha Police" (from Don't Look So Surprised, 2005)
A tale of teenage delinquency set to an irresistible keyboard pulse. 


3. "Don't Look So Surprised" (from Don't Look So Surprised, 2005)
Don't Look So Surprised is a concept album of sorts, telling the story of a doomed romance between the narrator and a elusive-but-entrancing woman named Jenny. This acoustic-guitar-and-piano ballad is the heartbreaking moment where he realizes it's just never going to work.


4. "Girl, What's Your Name?" (from Parade, 2007)
Appelwick returns to suave Lothario mode, but the object of his affection is a '70s-style badass villainess. Not-so-fun-fact: This was the last true collaboration between Erik and his original Olympic Hopefuls bandmate Darren Jackson.


5. "Ho Baby" (from Parade, 2007)
A disco-styled booty call, but the motivation is less libidinous than it is that our narrator has realized - in the loneliness of a sleepless night - that he actually misses her company.


6. "Hangin' On" (from Vicious Vicious, 2012)
The 2012 self-titled album marked a shift in Appelwick's songwriting toward a more layered and dreamy, but less lyrically-direct, approach. However, the hooky guitar figure and gorgeous melody of this tune show his pop instincts remained fully intact.


7. "Tucson" (from Tropical Depression - Tropical Depression, 2014)
With the first Tropical Depression album, Appelwick doubled down on what he'd started in 2012. "Tuscon" is vibey, danceable, and enigmatic.


8. "PCH" (from Tropical Depression - Tropical Depression, 2014)
Competing synth hooks anchor a tune that is best defined as retro-modern yacht rock.


9. "Big Talk" (from Tropical Depression - Islands, 2016)
Islands sounds like an album from 1983 by a band you never heard of that you randomly picked out of a vinyl discount bin and ended up loving to death. "Big Talk" is a great song, but I think of the whole album as being of a piece. If you have a half an hour sometime, check out the album-length video Appelwick put together: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IddXa6zA-ew&t=999s


10. "Waitress with the Cocaine Blues" (from Gravity, 2020)
Someone who has been making albums for more than a quarter of a century (Erik's recording career started with a band called The Harvesters in the mid-1990s) shouldn't really be able to surprise you, but this tune, with a ramshackle charm reminiscent of a late-period Beatles b-side, is something genuinely new for him.


11. "Satellite of Love" (from Gravity, 2020)
I really don't know why pop musicians have such a fascination with writing about satellites, but it's hard to get mad about it when the result is a song like this duet between Appelwick and his Citrine collaborator Bethany Tate.



12. "Born to Love" (from Paradise, 2022)
In my opinion, Erik is at his best when he's being vulnerable, and Paradise is his most emotionally open album since Don't Look So Surprised. "Born to Love" is not the album's catchiest song, but it does encapsulate its themes. And I love the way it builds up to a wall of Beach Boyish sound, along with two(!) fuzz guitar solos.
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12 by Matthew Sweet (2002 - 2021)


















January 21, 2023









Sometimes a huge part of an artist's career has not been summarized. Case in point... Matthew Sweet has a couple of compliations out there, but neither of them cover the past couple of decades, a span that has seen him release 8 albums of original material and 3 albums of covers.  I followed Sweet's career religiously early on, with my ardor gradually diminishing after the magnificant one-two punch of In Reverse  (1999) and The Thorns  (2003) That's not to say he hasn't produced some great work since then, it's just that it requires bit of effort to pick out the gems. Here's my college try: (Two of these albums are not available on streaming servies, so here's a slightly modified version of the playlist on YouTube .) 1. "I Can't Remember" ( The Thorns , 2003) The Thorns was a rootsy, close-harmony early-aughts version of Crosby, Stills, and Nash, featuring Shawn Mullins (of "Lullaby" fame) and Pete Droge (of "If You Don't Lov
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2022: The Album
















December 09, 2022









Since 2003 I've made a mix of some of my favorite songs of the calendar year. Here's the cover art and track listing for the 2022 edition. 1. BODEGA - "Pillar on the Bridge of You" 2. Harry Styles - "Late Night Talking" 3. Vicious Vicious - "Evolution" 4. Hot Freaks - "Lovely" 5. Carly Rae Jepsen - "The Loneliest Time" 6. Tears for Fears - "End of Night" 7. Spoon - "Wild" 8. Death Cab for Cutie - "Here to Forever" 9. Citrine and GUKKO - "Feel Better" 10. Rhett Miller - "Fascination" 11. Broken Bells - "Fade Away" 12. Leah Marlene - "Flowers" 13. Robbie Williams - "The World and Her Mother" 14. Jimmy Eat World - "Something Loud" (acoustic version) 15. Sloan - "Dream It All Over Again" If you have Amazon Unlimited, you can listen at this link . 
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Weezer: SZNZ Abbreviated
















February 05, 2023









One of the most oldest and most enticing thought exercises in pop music is: What if (artist) had released the best songs from (double album) as a single disc instead?  Pre-Internet, folks used their cassette decks to create their own truncated versions of likes of The Beatles'  White Album  ("Revolution 9" has to go, for sure) and Elton John's Goodbye Yellow Brick Road (sorry, "Jamaica Jerk-Off"), some out of artistic vision, others because the tape just wasn't long enough to hold all the songs. Now, with mp3s and streaming, we have the ability to curate everything for ourselves, which means even a single album could be reduced to an EP of your faves, with the shuffle feature making it so the order doesn't even have to be the same every time. Here's where I could detour into a healthy digression about the negative consequences of that total freedom, but I'll resist the temptation. Our good friends Weezer - who are not typically known for rest
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